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CURRENT			

Co-Principal	Investigator	(with	LCFF	Research	Collaborative	members).	Implementation	of	the	Local	Control	
Funding	Formula.	William	and	Flora	Hewlett	Foundation,	Stuart	Foundation,	and	Kabcenell	Foundation	(6/1/16-
7/31/18).	$685,000.		
	
Co-Principal	Investigator	(with	Katharine	Strunk,	Katy	Bulkley,	Doug	Harris).	The	New	“One	Best	System”?	Urban	
Governance	and	Educational	Practice	in	the	Portfolio	Management	Model.	Spencer	Foundation	(1/1/2016	–	
8/31/2018).	$1,000,000.	

 
Co-Principal	Investigator.	(with	Heather	Hough).	PACE-CORE	Accountability	System	Evaluation.	Bechtel	Foundation	
(9/18/15	–	10/31/2017).	$123,000	(USC	portion).	
	
Co-Principal	Investigator	(with	Katharine	Strunk).	Shaping	the	future	of	teacher	policy	in	California.	Walton	Family	
Foundation	(1/1/2016	–	12/31/2016),	$82,000. 
	
Co-Principal	Investigator	(with	Katharine	Strunk).	A	Five-Year	Evaluation	of	the	Los	Angeles	Unified	School	District	
(LAUSD)	Teacher	Incentive	Fund	Grant.	LAUSD	(5/15/13	–	12/31/16),	$863,765.	 	

Co-Principal	Investigator	(with	Gale	Sinatra,	Morgan	Polikoff).	Speedometry:	Randomized	Control	Trial	of	a	Hot	
Wheels	STEM	Curriculum.”	Mattel	Children’s	Foundation	(7/1/14	–	5/30/17),	$884,000.			

COMPLETED	

Co-Principal	Investigator	(with	Katharine	Strunk).	Investigating	Teacher	Evaluation	in	New	Orleans.	Education	
Alliance	for	New	Orleans,	Tulane	University	and	Arnold	Foundation	(12/1/14	–	12/31/15),	$12,000.	

Co-Principal	Investigator	(with	Katharine	Strunk).	Evaluation	of	LAUSD’s	Investing	in	Innovation	(i3)	Project,	“Los	
Angeles’	Bold	Competition	-	Turning	Around	and	Operating	Its	Low-Performing	Schools.”	U.S.	Department	of	
Education	(7/1/10	–	9/30/14),	$791,000.			

Co-Principal	Investigator	(with	Gale	Sinatra).	Speedometry:	Developing	and	Evaluating	a	Hot	Wheels	STEM	
Curriculum.”	Mattel	Children’s	Foundation	(6/1/13–	7/1/14),	$230,000.			

Principal	Investigator.	Bridging	the	Data-Practice	Divide:	How	Coaches	and	Data	Teams	Work	to	Build	Teacher	
Capacity	to	Use	Data.	Spencer	Foundation	(3/31/2011-10/31/2013),	$347,456.			

Principal	Investigator	(for	the	subcontract).	Decentralizing	School	Governance	in	LA:	Stronger	Social	Ties	among	
Principals,	Teachers	and	Parents.	Spencer	Foundation	(1/1/2011-8/31/2013),	$26,139	(subcontract	with	UC	
Berkeley).	

Co-Principal	Investigator	(with	Brian	Stecher).	Deregulating	Education	Finance	in	California:	Focusing	Flexible	
Resources	on	School	Improvement?	William	and	Flora	Hewlett	Foundation,	Stuart	Foundation,	and	Kabcenell	
Foundation	(12/1/2009	–	6/30/2012),	$500,000.			

	
Principal	Investigator.	Evaluation	of	New	York	City’s	Schoolwide	Performance	Bonus	Program.	The	Fund	for	Public	
Schools	and	National	Center	for	Performance	Incentives	(2/1/2009	–	10/1/2011),	$800,000.			
	
Co-Principal	Investigator	(with	Jennifer	McCombs).	Evaluating	the	Impact	and	Implementation	of	Middle	School	
Reading	Coaches.	Carnegie	Corporation	of	New	York	(7/1/2006	-	8/31/2008),	$680,553.				
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Task	Leader.	Implementing	Standards-Based	Accountability.	National	Science	Foundation	(11/01/2002	-	
09/29/2008),	(grant	number	REC-0228295)	$5,534,731.			

Principal	Investigator.	Scaling	Up	Education	Reform	at	the	District	Level:	Examining	The	Institute	For	Learning	
Contributions	To	School	Reform.	William	and	Flora	Hewlett	Foundation	(7/15/2002	-	10/31/2005),	$1,506,247.			

Task	Leader.	Evaluation	of	Edison	Schools.	Edison	Schools	(2002-05),	$1,392.360.	

	
PUBLICATIONS	

	
PEER-REVIEWED	JOURNAL	ARTICLES	
	 *	indicates	publication	with	graduate	students/postdoctoral	fellows	

Marsh,	J.,	Bush-Mecenas,	S.*,	Strunk,	K.S.,	Huguet,	A.,*	&	Lincove,	J.	(forthcoming)	Evaluating	Teachers	in	the	Big	
Easy:	How	organizational	context	shapes	policy	responses	in	New	Orleans.	Educational	Evaluation	and	Policy	
Analysis	

Marsh,	J.,	Bush-Mecenas,	S.*,	&	Hough,	H.	(forthcoming).	Learning	from	early	adopters	in	the	new	accountability	
era:	Insights	from	California’s	CORE	waiver	districts.		Educational	Administration	Quarterly.	

	
Huguet,	A.,	Farrel,	C.,	&	Marsh,	J.	(forthcoming).	Light	touch,	heavy	hand:	Principals	and	data-use	PLCs.	Journal	of	

Educational	Administration.	
	
Sinatra,	G.	M.,	Mukhopadhyay,	A.,*	Allbright,	T.,*	Marsh,	J.,	&	Polikoff,	M.	(2017).	A	Vehicle	Promoting	Interest	

and	Engagement	through	STEM	Instruction.	The	Journal	of	Educational	Research,	110(3),	308-316.	
	
Marsh,	J.	(2016).	The	political	dynamics	of	district	reform:	The	form	and	fate	of	the	Los	Angeles	Public	School	

Choice	Initiative.	Teachers	College	Record,	118(9),	1-54.		
	
Farrell,	C.*	&	Marsh,	J.	(2016).	A	qualitative	comparative	analysis	of	teachers’	instructional	responses	to	data.	

Teaching	and	Teacher	Education,	60,	398-412.	
	
Strunk,	K.	Marsh,	J.	Hashim,	A,*	Bush,-Mecenas	S.C.*	&	Weinstein.*	(2016).	Innovation	and	a	return	to	the	status	

quo:	A	mixed-methods	study	of	reconstitution	through	the	lens	of	organizational	learning.	Educational	
Evaluation	and	Policy	Analysis,	38(3),	549-577.	

	
	

	
Strunk,	K.	Marsh,	J.	Hashim,	A*,	Bush,	S.C.*	&	Weinstein,	T.*	(2016).	The	impact	of	turnaround	reform	on	student	

achievement:	Evidence	and	insights	from	the	Los	Angeles	Unified	School	District.		Education	Finance	and	
Policy,	11(3),	251-282.	

Marsh,	J.,	Farrell,	C.*,	&	Bertrand,	M.*	(2016).	Trickle	down	accountability?	How	middle	school	teachers	engage	
students	in	data	use.		Educational	Policy,	30(2),	243-280.		

Farrell,	C.*	&	Marsh,	J.	(2016).	Metrics	matter:	How	properties	of	data	shape	teachers’	instructional	responses.	
Educational	Administration	Quarterly,	52(3),	423-462. 

	
Polikoff,	M.,	Hardaway,	T.,	Marsh,	J.,	&	Plank,	D.	(2016).	Who	is	opposed	to	Common	Core	and	why?	Educational	

Researcher,	45(4),	263-266.	
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Strunk,	K.,	Marsh,	J.,	Duque,	M.*	&	Bush,	S.*	(2016).	The	best	laid	plans:	An	examination	of	school	plan	quality	and	

implementation	in	a	school	improvement	initiative.	Educational	Administration	Quarterly,	52(2),	259-309.	
	
Marsh,	J.,	Bertrand,	M.*	&	Huguet,	A.*	(2015).	Using	data	to	alter	instructional	practice:	The	mediating	role	of	

coaches	and	professional	learning	communities.	Teachers	College	Record,	117(4),	1-40.	
	
Bertrand,	M.*	&	Marsh,	J.	(2015).	Teachers’	sensemaking	of	data	and	implications	for	equity.	American	

Educational	Research	Journal,	52(5),	861-893. 
	
Marsh,	J.,	Strunk,	K.,	Bush,	S.,&	&	Huguet,	A.*	(2015).	Democratic	engagement	in	district	reform:	The	evolving	role	

of	parents	in	the	Los	Angeles	Public	School	Choice	Initiative.	Educational	Policy,	29(1),	51-84.		 
	
Marsh,	J.	&	Farrell,	C.*	(2015).	How	leaders	can	support	teachers	with	data-driven	decision	making:	A	framework	

for	understanding	capacity-building,	Education	Management	Administration	and	Leadership,	43(2),	269-289.	
	
Huguet,	A.*	Marsh,	J.	&	Farrell,	C.*	(2014)	Building	teachers’	data-use	capacity:	insights	from	strong	and	struggling	

coaches.	Education	Policy	Analysis	Archives,	22(52),	1-26.			
	
Marsh,	J.		&	Wohlstetter,	P.	(2013).	Recent	trends	in	intergovernmental	relations:	The	resurgence	of	local	actors	in	

education	policy,	Educational	Researcher,	42(5),	276-283.		
	
Marsh,	J.,	Strunk,	K.	&	Bush,	S.*	(2013).	Portfolio	district	reform	meets	school	turnaround:	Early	Implementation	

findings	from	the	Los	Angeles	Public	School	Choice	Initiative.	Journal	of	Educational	Administration,	51(4),	
498-527.	

	
Yuan,	K.,	Le,	V.,	McCaffrey,	D.,	Marsh,	J.,	Hamilton,	L.,	Stecher,	B.,	&	Springer,	M.	(2013).	Incentive	pay	programs	

do	not	affect	teacher	motivation	and	reported	practices:	Results	from	three	randomized	studies.	Educational	
Evaluation	and	Policy	Analysis,	35(1),	3-22.	 

	
Marsh,	J.	(2012).	Interventions	promoting	educators’	use	of	data:	Research	insights	and	gaps.	Teachers	College	

Record,	114(11),	1-48.	
	
Marsh,	J.	(2012).	The	micropolitics	of	implementing	a	school-based	bonus	policy:	The	case	of	New	York	City’s	

compensation	committees.	Educational	Evaluation	and	Policy	Analysis,	34(2),	164-184.	
	
Marsh,	J.,	McCombs,	J.S.,	&	Martorell,	F.	(2012).	Reading	coach	quality:	Findings	from	Florida	middle	schools.	

Literacy	Research	and	Instruction,	51(1),	1-26.			
	
Marsh,	J.,	McCombs,	J.S.,	&	Martorell,	F.	(2010).	How	instructional	coaches	support	data-driven	decision	making:	

Policy	implementation	and	effects	in	Florida	middle	schools.	Educational	Policy,	24(6),	872-907.			
	
Lockwood,	J.R.,	McCombs,	J.S.,	&	Marsh,	J.	(2010).	Linking	reading	coaches	and	student	achievement:	Evidence	

from	Florida	middle	schools.	Education	Evaluation	and	Policy	Analysis,	32(3),	372-388.	
	
Marsh,	J.,	Hamilton,	L.,	and	Gill,	B.	(2008).	Assistance	and	accountability	in	externally	managed	schools:		The	case	

of	Edison	Schools,	Inc.	Peabody	Journal	of	Education,	83(3),	423-458.	
	
Hamilton,	L.S.,	Stecher,	B.	Russell,	J.,	Marsh,	J.,	&	Miles,	J.	(2008).	Accountability	and	teaching	practices:	School-

level	actions	and	teacher	responses.	In	Fuller,	B.,	Hannum,	E	&	Henne,	M.	(Ed.),	Strong	states,	weak	schools:	
The	benefits	and	dilemmas	of	centralized	accountability,	Research	in	Sociology	of	Education,	16,	31–66	
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Ikemoto,	G.	&	Marsh,	J.	(2007).	Cutting	through	the	“data	driven”	mantra:	Different	conceptions	of	data-driven	
decision-making.	In	Moss,	P.A.	(Ed.),	Evidence	and	decision	making:	National	Society	for	the	Study	of	Education	
Yearbook	2007,	106(1).	

	
Kerr,	K.,	Marsh,	J.,	Ikemoto,	G.,	Darilek,	&	Barney,	H.	(2006).	Strategies	to	promote	data	use	for	instructional	

improvement:	Actions,	outcomes,	and	lessons	from	three	urban	districts.	American	Journal	of	Education,	
112(4),	496-520.	

	

BOOKS		

	
Marsh,	J.	(2007).	Democratic	dilemmas:	Joint	work,	education	politics,	and	community.	Albany,	NY:	SUNY	Press.	

Hightower,	A.,	Knapp,	M.,	Marsh,	J.,	&	McLaughlin,	M.	(Eds.)	(2002).	School	districts	and	instructional	renewal.		
New	York:	Teachers	College	Press.	

	

PEER-REVIEWED,	BOOK-LENGTH	MONOGRAPHS	

	
Marsh,	J.,	Springer,	M.	G.,	McCaffrey,	D.	F.,	Yuan,	K.,	Epstein,	S.,	Koppich,	J.,	Kalra,	N.,	DiMartino,	C.,	&	Peng,	A.	

(2011).	A	big	apple	for	educators:	New	York	City’s	experiment	with	schoolwide	performance	bonuses.		Santa	
Monica,	CA:	RAND:	MG-1114-FPS.	

	
Kirby,	S.N.,	Marsh,	J.,	&	Thie,	H.J.	(2011).	Establishing	a	research	and	evaluation	capability	for	the	Joint	Medical	

Education	and	Training	Campus.	Santa	Monica,	CA:	RAND,	MG-981-OSD.	
	
Kirby,	S.N.,	Marsh,	J.,	McCombs,	J.S.,	Thie,	H.J.,	Xia,	N.,	&	Sollinger,	J.M.	(2011).	Developing	military	health	care	

leaders:	Insights	from	the	military,	civilian,	and	government	sectors.	Santa	Monica,	CA:	RAND,	MG-967-OSD.	
	
Marsh,	J.,	McCombs,	J.S.,	Lockwood,	J.R.,	Martorell,	F.,	Gershwin,	D.,	Naftel,	S.,	Le,	V.,	Shea,	M.,	Barney,	H.,	&	

Crego,	A.	(2008).	Supporting	literacy	across	the	sunshine	state:	A	study	of	Florida	middle	school	reading	
coaches.	Santa	Monica,	CA:	RAND,	MG-762-EDU.	

	
Stecher,	B.,	Epstein,	S.	Hamilton,	L.,	Marsh,	J.,	Robyn,	A.,	McCombs,	J.,	Russell,	J.&	Naftel,	S.	(2008)	Pain	and	gain:	

Implementing	No	Child	Left	Behind	in	three	states,	2004-2006.	Santa	Monica,	CA.:	RAND:	MG-784-NSF.	
	
Hamilton,	L.,	Stecher,	B.,	Marsh,	J.,	McCombs,	J.S.,	Robyn,	A.,	Russell,	J.L.,	Naftel,	S.,	&	Barney,	H.	(2007).	

Standards-based	accountability	under	No	Child	Left	Behind:	Experiences	of	teachers	and	administrators	in	
three	states.	Santa	Monica,	CA:	RAND,	MG-589-EDU.	

	
Marsh,	J.,	Kerr,	K.,	Ikemoto,	G.,	Darilek,	H.,	Suttorp,	M.J.,	Zimmer,	R.,	&	Barney,	H.	(2005).	The	role	of	districts	in	

fostering	instructional	improvement:	Lessons	from	three	urban	districts	partnered	with	the	Institute	for	
Learning.	Santa	Monica,	CA:	RAND,	MG-361-WFHF.	

	
Gill,	B.,	Hamilton,	L.,	Lockwood,	J.R.,	Marsh,	J.,	Zimmer,	R.,	Hill,	D.,	&	Pribesh,	S.	(2005).	Inspiration,	perspiration,	

and	time:	Operations	and	achievement	in	Edison	Schools.	Santa	Monica,	CA:	RAND.	MG-351-EDU.	
	

PEER-REVIEWED	REPORTS	&	PAPERS	

	
Marsh,	J.,	Bush-Mecenas,	S.*,	Hough,	H.,	Park,	V.,	Allbright,	T.*,	Hall,	M.*,	&	Glover,	H.	(2016).	At	the	forefront	of	

the	new	accountability	era:	Early	implementation	findings	form	the	CORE	waiver	districts.	Stanford,	CA:	PACE	
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Stecher,	B.,	Fuller,	B.,	Timar,	T.	&		Marsh,	J.,		(2012).	Deregulating	school	aid	in	California:	How	districts	responded	

to	flexibility	in	Tier	3	categorical	funds	in	2010-11.	Technical	Report.	Santa	Monica,	CA:	RAND	and	Policy	
Action	for	California	Education	(PACE).	

	
Fuller,	B.,	Marsh,	J.,	Stecher,	B.,	&	Timar,	T.	(2011).	Deregulating	school	aid	in	California.	How	10	districts	

responded	to	fiscal	flexibility.	Santa	Monica,	CA:	RAND	and	PACE.	

Marsh,	J.,	Gershwin,	D.,	&	Kirby,	S.	(2009).	Retaining	students	in	grade:	Lessons	learned	regarding	policy	design	
and	implementation.	Technical	Report	(TR-677-NYCDOE).	Santa	Monica,	CA:	RAND.	

	
Marsh,	J.,	Pane,	J.F.,	&	Hamilton,	L.S.	(2006).	Making	sense	of	data-driven	decision	making	in	education:	Evidence	

from	recent	RAND	research.	RAND	Occasional	Paper	(OP-170-EDU).	Santa	Monica,	CA:	RAND.		

Marsh,	J.,	Barney,	H,	Kirby,	S.N.,	&	Xia,	N.	(2006).	Ending	social	promotion	in	grades	K-8:	Insights	regarding	policy	
implementation.	RAND	Working	Paper	(WR-424-NYCDOE).Santa	Monica,	CA:	RAND.	

	
Hansen,	J.S.,	Marsh,	J..,	Ikemoto,	G.S.,	&	Barney,	H.	(2006).	School	finance	systems	and	their	responsiveness	to	

performance	pressures:	A	case	study	of	Texas.	RAND	Working	Paper	(WR-453-UWA).	Santa	Monica,	CA.	
	

BOOK	CHAPTERS		&	REVIEWS	

	
Bush-Mecenas,	S.,*	Marsh,	J.,	&	Strunk,	K.	(2016).	Portfolio	reform	in	Los	Angeles:	District	implementation	

successes	and	challenges.	In	Daly	&	Finnigan	(Eds.),	Thinking	systemically:	Improving	districts	under	pressure.	
Washington,	DC:	American	Educational	Research	Association.	

	
Marsh,	J.	(2015).	What	are	the	aims	of	data-driven	instruction,	and	what	are	its	limitations?	In	Valdes,	G.,	Menken,	

K.,	&	Castro,	M.	(Eds.),	Common	Core	and	English	Language	Learners/Emergent	Bilinguals:	A	Guide	for	All	
Educators.	Philadelphia:	Caslon	Publishing.	

	
Bush-Mecenas,	S.*	&	Marsh,	J.	(2014).	Review	of	American	school	Reform:	What	Works,	What	Fails,	and	Why.	In	

Teachers	College	Record,	http://www.tcrecord.org/Content.asp?ContentID=17756		
	
Marsh,	J.	(2011).	The	promises	and	challenges	of	deliberative	democracy	in	practice:	A	comparative	case	study	of	

two	districts.	In	Cavalier,	R.	(Ed.),	Approaching	deliberative	democracy:	Theory	and	practice.	Pittsburgh,	PA:	
Carnegie	Mellon	University	Press.	

	
Marshall,	J.,	Hamilton,	L.,	Marsh,	J.,	McCaffrey,	D.,	&	Stecher,	B.	(2009).	Evaluation.	In	Hershberg,	T	&	Robertson-

Kraft,	C.	(Eds.),	A	grand	bargain	for	education	reform:	New	rewards	and	supports	for	new	accountability.	
Cambridge,	MA:	Harvard	University	Press.	

	
McCombs,	J.S.,	Kirby,	S.N.,	Marsh,	J.A.,	&	DiMartino,	C.	(2009).	Context	and	conceptual	framework	for	

understanding	New	York	City’s	promotion	policy.	In	McCombs,	J.S.,	Kirby,	S.N.,	&	Mariano,	L.T.	(Eds.)	Ending	
social	promotion	without	leaving	children	behind:	The	case	of	New	York	City.	Santa	Monica,	CA:	RAND,	MG-
894-EDU.	

	
Marsh,	J.,	Kerr,	K.,	Ikemoto,	G.,	&	Darilek,	H.	(2006).		Developing	district-intermediary	partnerships	to	promote	

instructional	improvement:	Early	experiences	and	lessons	about	the	Institute	For	Learning.	In	Wong	&	
Rutledge	(Eds.)	System-wide	efforts	to	improve	student	achievement.	Greenwich,	CT:	Information	Age	
Publishing.	

	

http://www.tcrecord.org/Content.asp?ContentID=17756
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Marsh,	J.	(2002).	How	districts	relate	to	states,	schools,	and	communities:	A	review	of	emerging	literature.	In	
Hightower,	Knapp,	Marsh,	&	McLaughlin	(Eds.),	School	districts	and	instructional	renewal.	New	York:	Teachers	
College	Press.		

	

OTHER	ARTICLES,	PAPERS	&	REPORTS	

Marsh,	J.,	Bush-Mecenas,	S.*	&	Hough.	H.	(2016).	Local	control	in	action:	Learning	from	the	CORE	districts’	focus	
on	measurement,	capacity	building,	and	shared	accountability.	PACE	Policy	Brief.	Stanford,	CA:	PACE.	
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