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Joshua M. Cowen, Ph.D. 

201-B Erickson Hall                                ph: 517-355-2215 
Michigan State University                    email: jcowen@msu.edu  
College of Education 
East Lansing, MI 48824 
 
PROFESSIONAL APPOINTMENTS: 
2013-Present Associate Professor of Education Policy (with tenure) 
                          College of Education, Michigan State University   

2008-2013 Assistant Professor of Public Policy 
                          Martin School of Public Policy and Administration, University of Kentucky  

EDUCATION: 
Ph.D.  University of Wisconsin-Madison, Department of Political Science 
M.A.  University of Wisconsin-Madison, Department of Political Science 
M.P.P.  Georgetown University, Georgetown Public Policy Institute 
B.A.  University of Michigan, Department of History Magna Cum Laude 

RESEARCH AFFILATIONS: 
2013-Present      Education Policy Center, Michigan State University  
2008-2013 Center for Poverty Research, University of Kentucky  
2004-2008 Wisconsin Center for Education Research, University of Wisconsin-Madison 
 
EDITORIAL SERVICE: 
7/2015- Present  Co-Editor, Educational Evaluation and Policy Analysis  
7/2014-7/2015    Associate Editor, Education Finance and Policy 
 
FUNDING:  

2017-2019 Smith Richardson Foundation Improving Teacher Quality: Can We Learn from 
Successful Charter Schools? (with Marcus Winters and Scott Imberman) $200,610 

2017-2019 Laura and John Arnold Foundation Michigan State Education Policy Innovation 
Collaborative (EPIC) $1,906,293 

2016-2018 Walton Family Foundation “The Changing Market for Charter School Teachers” (with 
Katharine Strunk) $188,299 

2016-2018 Smith Richardson Foundation  “Bargaining for the Future: The Impact of State and Local 
Policy Reforms on Teachers’ Unions, Teacher Labor Markets and Student Achievement” 
(with Katharine Strunk and Eric Brunner) $300,402  

2015-2017 Laura and John Arnold Foundation “The Impact of State and Local Policy Reforms on 
Teacher Unions, Teacher Labor Markets and School District Performance” (with Katharine 
Strunk and Eric Brunner) $681,866 
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2015-2016  Russell Sage Foundation “Neighborhoods, Schools and Academic Inequality” (with 
Deven Carlson and Andrew McEachin) $88,750 

2014-2015 Walton Family Foundation “Inter-district School Choice in Michigan” $75,000 

2009-2011 Spencer Foundation: “Teaching Careers in Rural Schools” (with Eugenia Toma and J. S. 
Butler) $287,000 

2009-2011 University of Arkansas Foundation:  “Milwaukee Longitudinal Educational Growth 
Study” (sub-contract funded by the Annie E. Casey, Joyce, and Walton Family Foundations): 
$20,500   

2011  Center for Poverty Research University of Kentucky Internal Grant $8,512 

 
PEER-REVIEWED JOURNAL ARTICLES *Indicates Graduate Student Co-Author 

1. Cowen, Joshua M. “Who Are the Homeless? Student Mobility and Achievement in Michigan 2010-2013” 
Educational Researcher (Forthcoming) 
 

2. Lincove, Jane, Joshua M. Cowen and Jason Imbrogno. 2016. “What’s In Your Portfolio? How Parents 
Rank Traditional Public, Private, and Charter Schools in Post-Katrina New Orleans' Citywide System of 
School Choice” Education Finance and Policy (equal authorship) 
 

3. Cowen, Joshua M. and Katharine O. Strunk. 2015. “The Impact of Teacher Unions on Educational 
Outcomes: What We Know and What We Need to Learn” Economics of Education Review 48: (208-223)  
 

4. Barrett, Nathan, Joshua M. Cowen, Eugenia F. Toma and Suzanne P. Troske. 2015. “Working With 
What They Have: Professional Development as a Reform Strategy in Rural Schools” Journal of Research on 
Rural Education 30(10) (equal authorship) 
 

5. Carlson, Deven E. and Joshua M. Cowen. 2015. “School Choice and Student Neighborhoods: Evidence 
from Milwaukee, Wisconsin.” Educational Policy Analysis Archives 23(60) (equal authorship) 
 

6. Carlson, Deven E. and Joshua M. Cowen. 2015. “Student Neighborhoods, Schools and Test Score 
Growth: Evidence From Milwaukee Wisconsin” Sociology of Education 88(1): 38-55 (equal authorship)    
 

7. Fowles, Jacob and Joshua M. Cowen 2015. “In the Union Now: Understanding Public Sector Union 
Membership.” Administration and Society (equal authorship) 
 

8. Fleming, David J. Joshua M. Cowen, John F. Witte, Patrick J. Wolf. 2015. “Similar Students, Different 
Choices: Who Uses a School Voucher in an Otherwise Similar Population of Students” Education and 
Urban Society 47(7) 785-812 
 

9. Witte, John F., Patrick J. Wolf, Joshua M. Cowen (corresponding author), Deven E. Carlson and David J. 
Fleming. 2014.  “High Stakes Choice: Achievement and Accountability in the Nation’s Oldest Urban 
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Voucher Program.” Educational Evaluation and Policy Analysis 36(4): 437-456 (equal authorship) 
 

10. *Bedwell, Emily, Joshua M. Cowen, Peter Jones and Eugenia Toma. 2014. “Do Public Managers 
Promote Employee Development in Hard-to-Staff Locales? Evidence from School Principals in 
Appalachia” Public Performance and Management Review 37(4): 529-551 (equal authorship) 
 

11. Winters, Marcus A. and Joshua M. Cowen. 2013. “Would a Value-Added System of Retention Improve 
the Distribution of Teacher Quality? A Simulation of Alternative Policies.” Journal of Policy Analysis and 
Management 32(3): 634-654 
 

12. Winters, Marcus A. and Joshua M. Cowen. 2013. “Who Would Stay, Who Would Be Dismissed? An 
Empirical Consideration of Value Added Teacher Retention Policies.” Educational Researcher. 42(6): 330-
337 
 

13. Deven E. Carlson, Joshua M. Cowen and David J. Fleming.  2013. “Third-Party Governance and 
Performance Measurement: A Case Study of Private School Vouchers.” Journal of Public Administration 
Research and Theory (equal authorship)  
 

14. Carlson, Deven E., Joshua M. Cowen and David J. Fleming. 2013. “Life After Vouchers: What Happens 
to Private School Students When They Return to the Public Sector?” Educational Evaluation and Policy 
Analysis 35(2): 179-199 (equal authorship) 
 

15. Fowles, Jacob, J.S.Butler, Joshua M. Cowen, Megan E. Streams and Eugenia F. Toma. 2013. “Public 
Employee Quality in a Geographic Context: A Study of Rural Teachers” American Review of Public 
Administration 
 

16. Cowen, Joshua M., David J. Fleming, John F. Witte, Patrick J. Wolf, Brian Kisida. 2013. “School 
Vouchers and Student Attainment: Evidence from a State-Mandated Study of Milwaukee’s Parental 
Choice Program” Policy Studies Journal 41(1): 147-167 (equal authorship) 
 

17. Cowen, Joshua M. and Marcus A. Winters. 2013. “Do Charters Retain Teachers Differently Than 
Traditional Public Schools? Evidence From Elementary Schools in Florida” Education Finance and Policy 
8(1): 14-42   
 

18. Cowen, Joshua M. and Jacob Fowles. 2013. “Same Contract, Different Day? 
An Analysis of Teacher Bargaining Agreements in Louisville Since 1979” Teachers College Record 115(5) 
 

19. Cowen, Joshua M. and Marcus A. Winters. 2013 “Choosing Charters: Who Leaves Public Schools as an 
Alternative Sector Expands?” Journal of Education Finance 38(3): 210-229  
 

20. Cowen, Joshua M. 2012.“Interpreting School Choice Effects: Do Voucher Experiments Estimate the 
Impact of Private Schooling?” Journal of Research on Educational Effectiveness 5(4): 384-400   
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21. Winters, Marcus A. and Joshua M. Cowen. 2012. “Grading New York: Accountability and Student 
Proficiency in America’s Largest School District.” Educational Evaluation and Policy Analysis  34(3): 313-327 
 

22. Cowen, Joshua M., J.S. Butler, Jacob Fowles*, Megan Streams and Eugenia Toma. 2012. “Teacher 
Retention in Appalachian Schools: Evidence from Kentucky” Economics of Education Review 31(4): 431-441 
 

23. Cowen, Joshua M., David J. Fleming, John F. Witte, Patrick J. Wolf. 2012. “Going Public: Who Leaves a 
Large, Longstanding, and Widely Available Urban Voucher Program?” American Educational Research 
Journal 49(2): 231-256 
 

24. Streams, Megan, J.S. Butler, Joshua M. Cowen, Jacob Fowles* and Eugenia Toma. 2011. “Do Equalized 
Expenditures Lead to Equalized Salaries? The Case of Kentucky Education Reform.” Education Finance 
and Policy 6(4) 
 

25. Cowen, Joshua M. 2010.“Who Chooses, Who Refuses? Learning More From Students Who Decline 
Private School Vouchers.” American Journal of Education 117(1): 1-24 
 

26. Cowen, Joshua M. 2009. “Teacher Unions and Teacher Compensation: New Evidence for the Impact of 
Bargaining.” Journal of Education Finance 35(2)  
 

27. Cowen, Joshua M.  2008. “School Choice as a Latent Variable: Estimating the ‘Complier Average Causal 
Effect’ of Vouchers in Charlotte.” Policy Studies Journal. 36(2): 301-315 
 

28. Cowen, Joshua M., David J. Fleming* and Anat Gofen. 2008. “Measuring the Motivation to Charter: An 
Examination of School Sponsors in Texas.” Journal of School Choice. 2(2):128-154 
 

BOOK CHAPTERS: 
Cowen, Joshua M. and Eugenia F. Toma. 2015. “Emerging Alternatives to Neighborhood-based Public 
Schooling” in Ladd, H.F. and Goertz, M.E., Handbook of Research in Education Finance and Policy 2nd Edition 
Routledge  

Fleming, David J. and Joshua M. Cowen. 2012.“Secondary Data Analysis: A Program Evaluation of School 
Vouchers in Milwaukee.” in Doing Political Science Research, Akan Malici and Liz Smith, editors.  Taylor and 
Francis 

POLICY BRIEFS/REPORTS 
2016. “Who Are the Homeless?” Michigan State University Education Policy Center Working Paper #53 
http://education.msu.edu/epc/library/papers/documents/WP53-Who-Are-the-Homeless-Cowen.pdf  

2015 “How Do Parents Choose Between Public and Private Schools?” with Jane Lincove and Jason 
Imbrogno  Education Research Alliance of New Orleans, Tulane University 
http://educationresearchalliancenola.org/publications/how-do-families-choose-between-public-and-private-
schools 
 
2015 “Dynamic Participation in Inter-District Open Enrollment: Evidence from Michigan 2006-2013” with 
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Benjamin Creed and Venessa Keesler  Michigan State University Education Policy Center Working Paper 
#49 http://education.msu.edu/epc/publications/documents/WP49-Dynamic-Participation-In-Interdistrict-
Open-Enrollment-Cowen.pdf  

2008-2012 “Milwaukee Longitudinal Educational Growth Studies” with var. (Policy Reports 30, 29, 24, 23, 
16, 15, 10, 5)  
http://www.uaedreform.org/milwaukee-parental-choice-program-evaluation/  

OTHER PUBLICATIONS: 
“Oversight or Overregulation? Debating School Choice Accountability” Brookings Institution Brown Center 
for Education https://www.brookings.edu/blog/brown-center-chalkboard/2017/01/12/oversight-or-
overregulation-debating-school-choice-accountability/  
 
“The Vergara Appeal: Tenure, Teachers, and Student Outcomes” (with Dan Goldhaber and Katharine 
Strunk) Sacramento Bee, (4/28/2016) 
http://www.sacbee.com/opinion/op-ed/soapbox/article74490142.html  
 
“Why the Charter School Debate Has Moved Beyond Better or Worse” The Conversation-US (4/20/16) 
https://theconversation.com/why-the-charter-school-debate-has-moved-beyond-better-or-worse-56894  
 
“Can New Orleans Tell Us How To Fix Schools in Detroit?” Education Week (2/11/16) 
http://blogs.edweek.org/edweek/rick_hess_straight_up/2016/02/can_new_orleans_tell_us_how_to_fix_sc
hools_in_detroit.html 

“Is School Choice a Revolving Door?” Education Week (2/10/16) 
http://blogs.edweek.org/edweek/rick_hess_straight_up/2016/02/is_school_choice_a_revolving_door_who
_leaves_matters_as_much_as_who_goes_in.html  

“What Does New Research Say About Louisiana’s School Voucher Program?” Education Week (2/9/16)  
http://blogs.edweek.org/edweek/rick_hess_straight_up/2016/02/it_varies_what_new_research_on_louisia
nas_voucher_program_reminds_us_about_school_choice.html 

“Did a War on Teachers Lead to New Shortages?” (with Katharine Strunk) Education Week (2/8/16) 
http://blogs.edweek.org/edweek/rick_hess_straight_up/2016/02/did_a_war_on_teachers_lead_to_new_sh
ortages_hint_its_still_too_early_to_tell.html 

“Public, Charter and Private Schools Through the Eyes of New Orleans Parents” (with Jane Lincove) 
Education Week (1/25/16) 
http://blogs.edweek.org/edweek/urban_education_lessons_from_new_orleans/2016/01/choosing_between
_public_charter_and_private_schools_through_the_eyes_of_new_orleans_parents.html 

 “Teachers Unions: Shades of Grey: (with Katharine Strunk) in Education Week (11/16/15) 
http://blogs.edweek.org/edweek/rick_hess_straight_up/2015/11/teachers_unions_shades_of_grey.html 

“Charter Schools: Fabulous or Failures?” in The Conversation-US (1/16/2015) 
https://theconversation.com/charter-schools-fabulous-or-failures-35995  
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“Markets Alone Don’t Raise Standards in Private Schools” in The Conversation-UK (6/20/14) 
https://theconversation.com/markets-alone-dont-raise-standards-in-private-schools-27892  

“What We Know and Still Need to Learn About the Impact of Vouchers on Students and Schools” Scholars 
Strategy Network  (Spring 2014)   
http://www.scholarsstrategynetwork.org/sites/default/files/ssn_basic_facts_cowen_on_school_vouchers.pd
f  

“Private Schools Should Be Accountable” in The New Republic (1/2014) 
http://www.newrepublic.com/article/116410/school-choice-tax-funded-private-schools-should-be-
accountable-test 
 
WORK UNDER REVIEW: *Indicates Graduate Student Co-Author 
Cowen, Joshua M., Benjamin Creed* and Venessa Keesler “Revolving Doors: Student Mobility in Michigan’s 
Public School Choice System” 

Winters, Marcus A. and Joshua M. Cowen “F is for Failure? New Evidence of the Impact of New York’s 
School Accountability System” 

Lincove, Jane A., Jon Valant and Joshua M. Cowen “You Can't Always Get What You Want:  Capacity 
Constraints in a Choice-Based School System” 

Cowen, Joshua M., Benjamin Creed* and Venessa Keesler “Public School Choice and Student Achievement: 
Evidence from Michigan’s Inter-district Open Enrollment System” 

Carlson, Deven, Joshua M. Cowen, Andrew McEachin and Matthew Lenard “Neighborhoods, Schools and 
Academic Inequality” 

MEDIA COVERAGE:  
The Christian Science Monitor, The Economist, Education Week, Fox 6 TV (Milwaukee), Fox 47 TV (Lansing), 
Gannett Media Wisconsin, The Lansing State Journal, Mlive.com, Michigan Public Radio (Michigan 91.3), the 
Milwaukee Journal-Sentinel, The Seventy-Four.org, South Bend Tribune, U.S. News and World Report, WILS Radio 
(Michigan 1320), WKAR Radio (Michigan 90.5) 

PRESENTED RESEARCH: *Indicates Graduate Student Co-Author 
“A War on Teachers? Labor Market Responses to Statewide Reform” with Eric Brunner, Katharine Strunk 
and Steven Drake* Association for Education Finance and Policy March 2017 

“Grading Teachers: The Application and Variation of Performance Ratings in Michigan 2011-2016” with 
Amy Auletto* and Steven Drake* Association for Education Finance and Policy March 2017 

“Socioeconomic-based School Assignment Policy and Racial Segregation Levels: Evidence from the Wake 
County Public School System” with Deven Carlson, Andrew McEachin, Matthew Lenard and Elizabeth Bell* 

“What Happens to School Choice Lottery Losers? Evidence from New Orleans” with Jane Lincove and Jon 
Valant Association for Education Finance and Policy March 2016 

“Neighborhoods, Schools and Academic Inequality” Carlson, Deven, Joshua M. Cowen and Andrew 
McEachin Association for Education Finance and Policy March 2016 
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“F is for Failure? New Evidence of the Impact of New York’s School Accountability System” with Marcus 
Winters Association for Education Finance and Policy March 2016 
 
“Student Achievement and Participation in Inter-District Choice: Evidence From Michigan 2006-2013” with 
Ben Creed, Association for Public Policy Analysis and Management (APPAM) Fall Research Conference. 
November 2015 

“What Happens to School Choice Lottery Losers? Evidence from New Orleans” with Jane Lincove and Jon 
Valant Association for Public Policy Analysis and Management (APPAM) Fall Research Conference. 
November 2015 

“Dynamic Participation in Open Enrollment: Evidence from Michigan 2006-2013” with Ben Creed and 
Venessa Keesler Association for Education Finance and Policy February 2015  

“Can Public Schools Compete with Private Schools?” with Jane Lincove and Jason Imbrogno Association for 
Education Finance and Policy February 2015 

Cowen, Joshua M., Brian Kisida, John F. Witte, Patrick J. Wolf, “Do Voucher Students Attain Higher Levels 
of Education? Evidence from the Milwaukee Parental Choice Program” Association for Public Policy 
Analysis and Management (APPAM) Fall Research Conference. November 2014 

Carlson, Deven E. and Joshua Cowen. “Schools, Neighborhoods and Student Achievement” University of 
Colorado, Colorado Springs May 2014 (invited) 
 
Cowen, Joshua M. and Deven E. Carlson. “School Choice and Student Neighborhoods” American 
Educational Research Association April 2014 

Barrett, Nathan, Joshua M. Cowen, Eugenia F. Toma and SuZanne P. Troske. “Does Content-Based Teacher 
Training Improve Student Outcomes Over Time? Evidence from the Appalachian Math and Science 
Partnership in Kentucky” Association for Education Finance and Policy March 2014 
Cowen, Joshua M. and Deven E. Carlson. “School Choice and Student Neighborhoods” Association for 
Education Finance and Policy March 2014 

Cowen, Joshua M., John F. Witte, Patrick J. Wolf, “Does Choosing Change Your Choices?” Association for 
Public Policy Analysis and Management (APPAM) Fall Research Conference. November 2013 

Winters, Marcus A. and Joshua M. Cowen. “Teacher Value-Added and Teacher Retention: Theoretical 
Concerns and Empirical Evidence.” American Educational Research Association, April 2013   

Cowen, Joshua M., David J. Fleming, John F. Witte, Patrick J. Wolf and Brian Kisida, “School Vouchers and 
Student Attainment: New Evidence from a State-Mandated Study of Milwaukee’s Parental Choice Program” 
Association for Education Finance and Policy (AEFP), March 2013  

Cowen, Joshua M., Eugenia F. Toma and Suzanne Troske. “School Choice in Rural Locales: Do Alternative 
Jurisdictions Impact Student Performance?” Association for Education Finance and Policy (AEFP), March 
2013  
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Cowen, Joshua M., Deven E. Carlson and David J. Fleming. “Third-Party Governance and Performance 
Measurement: A Case Study of Private School Vouchers.” Association for Public Policy Analysis and 
Management (APPAM) Fall Research Conference. November 2012  

Winters, Marcus A. and Joshua M. Cowen. “Do Accountability Sanctions Lead to Sustained School 
Improvements? Evidence from Florida and New York City” Association for Public Policy Analysis and 
Management (APPAM) Fall Research Conference. November 2012  
 
Cowen, Joshua M., Deven E. Carlson and David J. Fleming. “Third-Party Governance and Performance 
Measurement: A Case Study of Private School Vouchers.” INVALSI/Association for Public Policy Analysis 
and Management (APPAM) Improving Education Conference, Rome, Italy, October 2012 
 
Cowen, Joshua M. and Jacob Fowles. “Did Fundamental Policy Reform Change the Relationship Between a 
Local Agency and Its Employees? A Case Study of the Kentucky Education Reform Act of 1990” Midwest 
Political Science Association (MPSA)  

Cowen, Joshua M., Deven E. Carlson, David J. Fleming, John F. Witte, Patrick, J. Wolf, “The Impact of High 
Stakes Testing on Students in Private Schools.” Association for Education Finance and Policy (AEFP), 
March 2012 
 
Winters, Marcus A. and Joshua M. Cowen, “The Effect of Using Value-Added Models for Tenure Decisions 
on Teacher Quality.” Association for Education Finance and Policy (AEFP), March 2012 
 
Fowles, Jacob; J.S.Butler, Joshua M. Cowen, Megan E. Streams and Eugenia F. Toma. “The Great Divide: 
Teacher Sorting in Appalachian and Non-Appalachian Schools” Association for Education Finance and 
Policy (AEFP) March 2012 

“Student Attainment and the Milwaukee Parental Choice Program” with David J. Fleming, John F. Witte and 
Patrick J. Wolf. Association for Public Policy Analysis and Management (APPAM) Fall Research Conference. 
November 2011 

“Student Attainment and the Milwaukee Parental Choice Program” with David J. Fleming, John F. Witte and 
Patrick J. Wolf. European Political Science Association Conference, Dublin, Ireland June 2011 

“The Impact of Teacher Professional Development on Student Achievement: An Examination of the 
Complier Average Causal Effect” American Educational Research Association Annual Conference. April 
2011 

“The Choices They Face: New Evidence for Public and Private School Variation in the Context of a Large 
Urban Voucher Program.” American Education Finance Association Annual Conference March 2011 
 
“The Third Year of the Longitudinal Educational Growth Study of the Milwaukee Parental Choice (Voucher) 
Program” with John F. Witte, David J. Fleming, and Patrick J. Wolf. American Educational Research 
Association Annual Conference. May 2010 

 “Teacher Mobility in Rural Schools,” with Eugenia F. Toma, J.S. Butler, Jacob Fowles and Megan Streams. 
American Education Finance Association Annual Conference March 2010  
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“Evaluating Milwaukee’s Public School Voucher Program: 2006-2011”, by invitation, Departments of 
Economics, Educational Administration and Education Policy Michigan State University November 2009 

“School and Sector Switching in Milwaukee A Longitudinal Analysis of Public and Private School Students in 
the Context of a Large Urban Voucher Program” with John F. Witte, David J. Fleming, and Patrick J. Wolf. 
Association for Public Policy Analysis and Management (APPAM) Fall Research Conference. November 
2009 

“Teacher Characteristics and Statewide Education Reform: The Case of Kentucky” with Eugenia F. Toma, 
J.S. Butler, Jacob Fowles and Megan Streams. Association for Public Policy Analysis and Management 
(APPAM) Fall Research Conference. November 2009 

“A Longitudinal Educational Growth Study of the Milwaukee Parental Choice (Voucher) 
Program,” with John F. Witte, David J. Fleming, and Patrick J. Wolf. Association for Public Policy Analysis 
and Management (APPAM) Fall Research Conference. November 2009 

“The Second Year of the Longitudinal Educational Growth Study of the Milwaukee Parental Choice 
(Voucher) Program” with John F. Witte, David J. Fleming, and Patrick J. Wolf. National School Choice 
Invitational Conference, Vanderbilt University, October 2009  

“The ‘Effect’ of Parental Choice on Student Outcomes: Evidence from a New Longitudinal Study of School 
Vouchers in Milwaukee” with John F. Witte, David J. Fleming, and Patrick J. Wolf. Southern Economic 
Association (SEA) Fall Research Conference. November 2008  
 
“The ‘Effect’ of Parental Choice on Student Outcomes: Methodological Approaches in a  New 
Longitudinal Study of School Vouchers in Milwaukee” with John F. Witte, David J. Fleming, and Patrick J. 
Wolf. Association for Public Policy Analysis and Management (APPAM) Fall Research Conference. 
November 2008 
 
“Mediating Public Attitudes on Foreign Policy through the Israeli Prism.” With Amnon  Cavari. Midwest 
Political Science Association National Annual Conference.  April 2008  

“School Choice as a Latent Variable.” Wisconsin Center for Education Research Interdisciplinary Training 
Program in Education Science Seminar. October 2007 

“The Many Layers of Charter Schools: A Multilevel Approach to Charter School Development.” With David 
J. Fleming. Poster Presentation, U.S. Department of  Education Institute for Education Science Research 
Conference. June 2007  

 “Using Multi-Level Models to Identify Teacher Union Effects on Student Achievement: Evidence from the 
National Education Longitudinal Survey.” American Education Research Association Annual Meeting. April 
2007 

“The Many Layers of Charter Schools: A Multilevel Approach to Charter School Development.” With David 
J. Fleming. Southern Political Science Association Annual  Research Conference. January 2007.  

“A New Look at Charlotte: Achievement, Variation and Selection in a School Choice Program.” Association 
for Public Policy Analysis and Management (APPAM) Fall Research Conference. November 2006 
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SERVICE: 
Michigan State University: College of Education Policy Steering Committee (Curriculum and Admissions); 
College Outreach Faculty for Michigan Association of School Administrators; Department of Teacher 
Education Comprehensive Exams; Advisory Policy Committee; 
University of Kentucky: Admissions Committee, Master of Public Administration (MPA) and Master of Public 
Policy Programs (MPP); Martin School Speaker Workshop Series Committee  
External: School Accountability Advisory Committee to State Education Superintendent Brian Whiston 

PHD COMMITTEES: 
Michigan State University: Dissertation or Guidance committees: Amy Auletto (Education Policy) Daniel Behm 
(Educational Administration); Ben Creed (Education Policy); Steve Drake (Education Policy); Dan 
Fitzpatrick (Education Policy); Julie Harris (Education Policy); Soo Bin Jang (Teacher Education); Wei Laio 
(Teacher Education); Yan Liu (Educational Administration); Michael Naretta (Economics); David Reid 
(Education Policy); Danielle Sanderson (Education Policy); Corey Savage (Education Policy); Guan Saw 
(Measurement and Quantitative Methods); Kelly Vosters (Economics); Rachel White (Education Policy)  
 
University of Kentucky: Joshua Bush, Peter Jones; Nathan Barrett (post-doc, University of North Carolina 
Chapel Hill); Joshua Poulette (co-chaired, placed at Cornell College Department of Political Science)          

 
MASTERS COMMITTEES:  
2013: Geoffrey Griggs (chair); Angela Rockstroh (chair); Jon Samokar; Scott Tremoulis  
2012: Christopher Geisler; Micah Johnson; Michelle Schardein; Mary Tinnon; James Woodward (all chair) 
2011: James Batley (chair), Sarah Burns, Robert Caudill (chair), Lindsay Griffith, Khin Thazin Minht, Paula 
Sandford, William Spears  
2010: William Aaron, Natalie Denney (chair), Jerry Price, Steven Scrivner (chair),  Ashley Wineki (chair)  
2009: Jason Mouser, Robert Oakley, Jennifer Price, Candace Robinson  

REFEREE SERVICE: 
American Journal of Evaluation; Economics of Education Review; Educational Evaluation and Policy Analysis; Education 
Finance and Policy; Journal of Policy Analysis and Management; Journal of Public Administration Research and Theory; 
Journal of Research on Educational Effectiveness; Journal of Research on Rural Education; Policy Studies Journal; Political 
Behavior; Teachers College Record; Urban Education, American Educational Research Association (conference program)  
 
MEMBERSHIPS: American Educational Research Association; Association for Education Finance and 
Policy; Association for Public Policy Analysis and Management 


